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Overview 
 
 
All One Community is a series of humane-based education activities organized by 
concept within appropriate classroom subject matter. The activities promote the character- 
essential qualities of empathy, kindness and respect for all living beings. Today, more and more 
humane societies, police officials, psychologists and educators are realizing the connection 
between acts of violence to animals and to humans. George Angell, founder of the 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, realized this connection as 
early as 1868 and his life was devoted to promoting “random acts of kindness” to animals and 
humans. He saw humane education as the most essential goal—realizing that education is 
instrumental in breaking the cycle of violence. 
 
Developing empathy toward animals, while valuable simply in and of itself, can be a significant 
step toward developing empathy toward all living beings. Recently, naturalists such as Jane 
Goodall, Dian Fossey, Jeffrey Masson and others have spoken out about the emotional 
complexity of our fellow beings. Like us, animals are capable of experiencing a wide range of 
feelings—anxiety, suffering, sorrow, anger, frustration and joy—just to mention a few. It is 
important that young people realize that the animals with whom they share the earth are more 
SIMILAR to us than they are different. 
 
The youth of today face challenges inconceivable to previous generations: global warming, 
extinction of species, pollution, grand-scale violence and a host of other social and 
environmental ills. Understanding the connective nature of life and accepting compassion as a 
natural principle of life is as important as learning responsibility and initiative in the character 
development of young people. The choices that young people, and all of us, make today will 
affect the lives of humans and other beings for generations to come. 
 
The following activities are tailored to meet the needs of educators who wish to address not only 
the cognitive, but also the equally important affective areas of learning. All activities have been 
carefully selected for relevancy to subject areas and support current federal and state (New 
Jersey) curriculum standards in those areas. These simplistic, yet powerfully engaging, activities 
greatly promote critical thinking and classroom dialogue, and are easily integrated into the 
busiest class schedule. Students love learning about all animals. Here is an opportunity for 
young people to learn about and appreciate other living beings with whom they share the planet. 
 
 

“Anyone who has accustomed to regard the life of any living creature 
as worthless is in danger of arriving also at the idea of worthless human lives.” 

                                                                                                      Albert Schweitzer 



 
 

 
ALL ONE COMMUNITY 

 
 

Language Arts and Literacy: Grades 1-2 
 
 
This program is designed to assist teachers and students in developing compassion 
and respect for all the beings with whom we share our earth. Children will come to 
learn that animals are living, breathing and feeling beings. 
 
Humane education encompasses the principles of justice, kindness and humanity 
toward all life. We are living in a multi-cultural environment in which children need to 
be taught to respect the differences and appreciate the similarities among people. If 
children can be educated at a young age to empathize with others, including 
animals, this empathy will naturally extend to people of different races, nationalities, 
and cultural backgrounds. 
 
The Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you” can be 
extended to our relationship with animals. We are all interconnected on this earth. 
This guide will help students develop the understanding and respect necessary to 
make decisions based on compassion for animals and people. Children will learn 
that the animals with whom we share this planet are in many ways very much like 
ourselves.  
 
Reading 
Much of children’s literature features animals, providing a wealth of prose and 
poetry that is always a favorite with young children. The most important factor is to 
encourage reading in as many ways as possible. Fortunately, topics about animals 
are naturally interesting to children, making it easier to get them to read. Every time 
a child reads a book, have him or her fill in a box on a reading chart. After reading 
five books, the child receives a special certificate.  
 
English 
There are endless opportunities to integrate animal issues into English studies. 
Teaching children to be kind and sensitive to animals can be easily incorporated 
into almost any lesson plan in grammar or story writing.  
 
When discussing the parts of speech—nouns, verbs, adjectives, pronouns and 
adverbs, teachers have an ideal opportunity to emphasize that animals are thinking, 
feeling beings. Ask, “If a noun is a person, place, or thing, what is an animal? An  

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
animal is certainly not a place or a thing. So what category does the animal belong 
in?” This can lead to a discussion about why an animal should be part of the person  
category of nouns (for lack of an animal category at this time.) 
 
While teaching and discussing pronouns, the students can start to understand the 
importance of why using the word “it,” when referring to animals, is inappropriate. 
Inanimate objects are “its” because they have no feelings. Desks, pencils, books, 
erasers, etc. are “its.” An animal should be referred to as he, she or by name.  
 
Writing 
When writing stories, it is very easy to write about any animal you may have been 
currently reading about. There are many fiction and nonfiction animal books in 
children’s literature.  
 
Spelling 
During reading and writing assignments, ask the class for vocabulary words they 
need spelled. These words can be written on the board or the children can have 
their own word finder books at their desks. 
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CONCEPT 1 

 

COMPASSION, KINDNESS & SENSITIVITY   
 
 
Student outcomes for activities in Concept 1: 

 

• Students will develop an understanding of compassion and kindness.  
• Students will gain an increased sensitivity and learn the importance of extending 

compassion and kindness to people and animals. 
• Students can develop language into a tool for compassion and kindness. 
• Students will understand the importance of getting involved in activities that 

promote compassion and kindness. 
• Students will develop ways to integrate activities that promote compassion while 

studying the calendar. 
• Students will understand that compassion and kindness need to be integrated 

into our daily lives. 
 
 
The Creative Classroom  

 

• Incorporate compassion, kindness and sensitivity into other lesson plans       
throughout the school year. 

• Use “Drop Everything and Read” and pick books from the Bibliography to 
incorporate compassion and kindness. 

• Start a book collection on this concept. Have the students bring in books that 
can be shared with other students. 

• Use the chalkboard to draw, write and develop sentence structure using 
sentences that promote compassion and kindness. Allow the students to 
develop the sentences. 

• Create an ABC book for the children to take home. Each student picks a letter 
and writes a word or sentence about animals and/or compassion. When the 
book is complete, it can be laminated and bound together for a class book. 

• Have fun with words. The students prepare puzzles that other students can 
solve. This can be a take-home project too. 

• Use spelling lists to promote compassion and kindness. Get the students 
involved in the development of the lists by asking them to pick words that relate 
to compassion, kindness and sensitivity. 

• Hold a class outside, perhaps in the school yard, to discuss and develop this 
concept. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Activities for Concept 1 
 
♥ Activity 1 - Kindness in Action  
♥ Activity 2 - Signs of Kindness 
♥ Activity 3 - Read a Rebus 
♥ Activity 4 - Looking for a Kind Word 
♥ Activity 5 - I Have A Dream – (Calendar – January)  
♥ Activity 6 - A Kind Koala – (Calendar – February)  
♥ Activity 7 - Habitat Happiness – (Calendar – March) 
♥ Activity 8 - Egg-cellent News – (Calendar – April) 
♥ Activity 9 - A Week of Kindness (May) 
♥ Activity 10 - Kindness Month 
♥ Activity 11 - Kind Certificate 
♥ Activity 12 - Talking Laundry 
 
 

 



























 

 
CONCEPT 2 

 

HUMAN BEINGS ARE NOT ALONE   
 
 
Student outcomes for activities in Concept 2: 

 

• Students will be able to understand that the earth is inhabited by many beings. 
• Students will be able to understand that these beings share the earth with us. 
• Students will be able to understand that some animals are misunderstood. 
• Students will be able to identify many different types of habitats that sustain 

other forms of life. 
 
 
The Creative Classroom  

 

• Incorporate the idea that human beings share the earth into other lesson plans 
throughout the school year. 

• Use “Drop Everything and Read” and pick books from the Bibliography to 
incorporate the idea that the earth is home and habitat to many interesting and 
diverse species similar to and different from human beings. 

• Start a book collection on this concept. Have the students bring in books that 
can be shared with other students. 

• Use the chalkboard to draw, write and develop sentence structure using 
sentences that promote the idea that humans are not alone. Allow the children 
to develop the sentences. 

• Create an ABC book for the children to take home. Each child picks a letter and 
writes a word or sentence about habitats, sharing, or other forms of life. When 
the book is complete, it can be laminated and bound together for a class book. 

• Have fun with words. The students prepare puzzles that other students can 
solve. This can be a take-home project too. 

• Use spelling lists to promote sharing our earth. Get the students involved in the 
development of the lists by asking them to pick words that relate to sharing, 
emotions, what animals do that are similar to humans, habitat, etc. 

• Hold a class outside, perhaps in the school yard, to discuss and develop this 
concept. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Activities for Concept 2 
 
♥ Activity 1 - Fun With Adjectives 
♥ Activity 2 - Wonderful Homes 
♥ Activity 3 - Rainforest Verse (National Poetry Day – October 15) 
♥ Activity 4 - Habitat Happenings—the Forest 
♥ Activity 5 - Habitat Happenings—the Desert 
♥ Activity 6 - Habitat Happenings—the Wetland 
♥ Activity 7 - Water Pollution 
♥ Activity 8 - We Need Trees (National Arbor Day)  
♥ Activity 9 - Amazing Misunderstood Animals 
♥ Activity 10 - How Snakes Stay Safe 
♥ Activity 11 - Tricky Critters 
♥ Activity 12 - Who Goes Where? 
♥ Activity 13 - Rainforest Residents 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 





























 

 
CONCEPT 3 

 

ANIMALS AND PEOPLE 
HAVE A LOT IN COMMON 

   
 
Student outcomes for activities in Concept 2: 

 

• Students will start to understand that animals have basic needs similar to 
humans. 

• Students will be able to identify the behaviors in animals that are similar to those 
in humans. 

• Students will be able to identify the emotions and feelings in animals that are 
similar to those in humans. 

• Students will be able to understand that although humans and animals have a 
lot in common, we also have differences and it is not appropriate for all animals 
to live with people. 

 
 
The Creative Classroom  
• Incorporate the concept, “We have a lot in common” into other lesson plans 

throughout the school year. 
• Use “Drop Everything and Read” and pick books from the Bibliography to 

incorporate this concept. 
• Start a book collection on this concept. Have the students bring in books that 

can be shared with other students. 
• Use the chalkboard to draw, write and develop sentence structure using 

sentences that promote this concept. Allow the students to develop the 
sentences. 

• Create an ABC book for the children to take home. Each student picks a letter 
and writes a word or sentence about animals and/or similarities humans have to 
animals. When the book is complete, it can be laminated and bound together for 
a class book. 

• Have fun with words. The students prepare puzzles that other students can 
solve. This can be a take-home project too. 

• Use spelling lists to promote similarities among species. Get the students 
involved in the development of the lists by asking them to pick words that relate 
to this concept.  

• Hold a class outside, perhaps in the school yard, to discuss and develop this 
concept. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Activities for Concept 3 
 
♥ Activity 1 - My Hero 
♥ Activity 2 - Alike … Different 
♥ Activity 3 - Wild and Free 
♥ Activity 4 - Word Search  
♥ Activity 5 - Home Sweet Habitat 
♥ Activity 6 - A Wild Poll 
♥ Activity 7 - I’m So Sad  
 

 

 

 




















